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BLESSINGS 
Shri Vishvottama Tirtha of Sode Matha 





We are happy to note that the book 
"Sri VadirajaTirtha of Sode Matha" 
in English by Dr. Shrinivas Havanur & 
Smt. Anjana N. Havanur is being 
published. The Book in English wasa long- 
felt need. This is helpful to the anxious 
devotees living in foreign countries and 
other States of India to know about Shri 
VadirajaTirtha. 


Dr. Shrinivas Havanur has taken 
pains to bring out the details of the life of 
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Shri Vadiraja Tirtha in a handy book. We 
are sure that this Book will enthuse the 
Devotees to know more about him. 


Earlier Dr. Havanur has published 
a collection of Haridasara Kirtans on 
Shri VadirajaGuru and a similar one 
containing the songs of our predecessor - 
Guru, Shri Shri Vishvendra Tirtha. To 
these should be added, his another work on 
"Tirthaprabandah". 


We pray that our deities Sri 
Bhuvaraha, Sri Hayagriva, Sri Vedavyasa, 
Sri Vadiraja and Sri Bhutaraja may shower 
their Blessings on the authors and we wish 
many more such books from them. 


With Narayana Smaranas. 


Sri Viswothama Thirtha Swamigalu 
Adhipathi, Sri Sode Vadiraja Mutt, 
Udupi (Dist.) Pin: 576101. 


PREFACE 


There are quite a number of 
biographies on Shri Vadiraja - all in 
Kannada. But his devotees hail from places 
beyond Karnataka and even abroad. 
Therefore, it was felt necessary to have one 
in English, as an introductory biography. 


While compiling this work we have in 
view those readers who have only heard his 
name and know just a little about his 
greatness. That is the reason why this 
biography is short and also bereft of - 
superficial details, that are given in some 
Kannada books. 


The present work is a compilation, as 
we have consulted, for translation 
purposes, other Kannada write-ups, 
notably that of Dr. Gururaja Nippani, who 
is an authority on Shri Vadiraja and his 
works. 


The initial translation was done by my 
daughter-in-law, Smt. Anajana. Professors 
C.N. Ramachandran and Divaspati Hegde 
have helped in improving the language. As 
for the text matter, Shri A.N. Anantasvami 
Rao has looked into the same critically. And 


it was extremely useful in correcting some 
factual errors. 


Last year when I casually mooted this 
proposal before our Svamiji, he welcomed 
the proposal and asked me to go ahead. It 
was his encouragement that prompted us 
to undertake the work. 


We felt it necessary to have 
appropriate illustrations. These are mainly 
taken from the Souvenir, entitled 
TattvaMallika. It is a classic Souvenir, 
masterly edited by Dr. Gururaja Nippani. 


We bow our head with gratitude to all 
the above-named dignitaries and friends. 


A word about Tara Prakashana : The 
Late Smt. Tarabai was a pious lady and an 
‘Adarsha Grhini’. Her sons and other family 
members have taken up the publication 
work in her name. A laudable gesture 
indeed. 

Our sincere thanks are also due to 
Prasadhan Computers and Vishwas Prints, 
who brought out the book in great hurry, 
but without mistakes! 


Mangalore Shrinivas Havanur 
March 2003 
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A NOTE ON 
DIACRITICAL MARKS 


1. If the vowels A (3), I (fa), U(s) E (0), 
O (at) are lengthened, the same is indicated 
by across line above. 
e.g. - z 

VADIRAJA-TIRTHA 

2. Certain Sanskrit and Kannada 
words do not have equivalent letters in 
Roman Script. 

They are : 

Frozs$HT yw 


Their nearest letters are: 
R T DN §S L 


So in order to differentiate such 
phonems, a dot is given below the Roman 
letter. 

Examples 7 
yor = Krsna #5 = Kantha 
amy =Sashésa ye = Mrda 


3. In Sanskrit, words are joined with 
Sandhi or Samdsa. In such cases, they are 
no doubt written jointly. But the initial 
letter of 2nd or 3rd word is written in 
Capital letters. e.g. T in Vadiraja Tirtha. 
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SHRI VADIRAJA TIRTHA 


SHRI MADHVACHARYA 


It is a time-honoured belief that the 
birth of great Saints takes place, when the 
Vedas and other sacred works are neglected 
or misinterpreted. Shri Madhvacharya was 
one such Saint. He was born in the year 
1238 A.D. on the Vijayadashami day at 
Pajaka Ksetra in Udupi District. He is 
believed to be the incarnation of Shri 
Vayudévaru i.e. MukhyaPrana. 


At a very young age he became an 
ascetic with the name Ananda Tirtha, 
under the discipleship of Shri 
AchyutaPréksa. Shri Madhvacharya 
reestablished true interpretation of 
Védanta, known as Tattva Vada or Dvaita 
Siddhanta, Its main tenets are : 
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Shri Hari is the supreme Lord. 


All other Gods, human beings and 
inanimates are under his aboslute 
control. 


This world is real, and not an illusion. 


There exists inherent difference 
between the Lord, the human beings, 
and the inanimates. 


The Vedas are eternal truths. 


Utter devotion to the Lord is a sure 
way to salvation. 


Means of knowledge are three: Direct 
perception, inference, and the Védas, 
through which he can be perceived.* 


The above tenets are the bedrock, so 


to say, of Dvaita school of Thought. 


Shriman Madhvamate Harih Paratarah 
Satyam Jagat-tattvato | 


Bhinna Jivagana Haréranuchara Nichdccha 
Bhavangatah | 

Muktirnaija Sukhanubhitiramala 
Bhaktishcha Tatsachanam | 


Hyaksa ditritayam 
Pramanamakhilamnayaika Védys Harihi | | 


SHRIKRSNA IN UDUPI 


Shir Madvacharya perceived through 
his supernatural powers a beautiful idol of 
BalaKrsna and installed the same at 
Udupi. This idol is believed to be the one, 
worshipped by RukminiDévi during 
Dvapara Yuga. 


Shri Madhvacharya preached here for 
about seven decades and then left for 
Badarikashrama in the Himalayas, where 
he is believed to be present even now. 


Before leaving Udupi, he appointed 
eight young Sanyasins to perform the Paja 
and other rituals of Lord Krsna, and they 
were required to take turns, two months at 
a time. In addition, he appointed a few 
others for propagating his system of 
philosophy. 


SHRI VISNUTIRTHA 


Shri VisnuTirtha, one of the eight 
disciples of Shri Madhvacharya, was also 
his younger brother by birth. His disciples 
moved to Kumbhasi and his lineage came 
to be known by that name. 
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Shri VagishaTirtha was the 17th 
Pontiff in this lineage. He was a great 
scholar and an ascetic of high order. He was 
also a ‘Tirkalajnani’. 


BIRTH OF SHRI VADIRAJA 


In those days there lived a learned 
Brahmin, Ramacharya by name, in 
Hiuvina-kere near Khumbhisi. This poor 
Taulava Brahmin led a contented life with 
his wife Gauri (Sarasvati). But the couple 
was issuless for a long time. Quite naturally 
Gauri was grieved and in her extreme 
sorrow, she took a vow to dedicate one lakh 
ornaments to the Lord, if she was favoured 
with a son. 


One day the couple came to Kumbhasi 
and bowed to Shri VagishaTirtha, with 
reverence. Svamiji blessed them saying 
they would have a son in the near future. 
The couple felt happy. But when Shri 
VagishaTirtha told them that he would be 
a great preceptor and that he should be 
handed over to the Kumbhasi Matha, the 
couple was in a dilemma. Sensing their 
feelings, Svamiji consoled them thus : 
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“Don’t you worry. Things happen as 
ordained by God. However, if the child is 
born inside the house, he shall belong to 
you. But due to any circumstance, if his 
birth takes place outside the house, then 
he would belong to the Matha”. 


The couple felt relieved as after all 
delivery of babies takes place inside the 
house only. And it would be highly 
improbable that Gauridévi would do 
otherwise. 


Shortly she conceived. Ramacharya 
took precautions to ensure that during her 
9th month she never stepped out of the 
threshold. Once, i.e. on the Magha Shukla 
Dvadashi, of Shaka 1402 (i.e. 1480 A.D.), 
Ramacharya was in the Paja room and 
Gauridévi was sitting in the courtyard. All 
of a sudden a cow barged into their field 
that was just across, and started grazing 
the crop. It appears, Ramacharya asked her 
to drive out the cow and return soon. 


So she stepped out. And lo! her labour 
pains started. Before she was to be carried 
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to her home, she gave birth to a baby boy.* 
Ramacharya realised that it was God’s will 
and couldn’t be helped. 


The child was placed in a ‘Harivana’ 
(golden platter) given earlier by the Svamiji 
and was brought to the Matha at 
Kumbhasi. Shri VagishaTirtha was happy 
to know the circumstance of the birth. He 
sprinkled Tirtha. The child smiled and 
lifted up both the hands, as if offering 
salutation to the Svamiji. All those present 
were astonished at this unusual happening. 


The Child was named after the family 
deity - Bhiivaraha. And at the bidding of 
the Svamiji, the child grew with his 
parents. He was endowed with all the 
auspicious features which distinguish a 
great personality. His bright eyes, curly 
hair and healthy bearing, together with his 
happy laughter made him the cynosure of 
all eyes. The humble abode of Ramacharya 
became, so to say, a heaven for the parents. 


* This field is called ‘Gauri Gadde’ and rice 
grown here is used as an offering to the Lord 
Hayagriva at Soda, during the annual 
Aradhana celebrations. 
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At the age of five, Bhivaraha’s 
Aksarabhyasa (initiation to letters) was 
performed by his father. Thereafter there 
was no looking back in the learning process. 
And after the ‘upanayanam’ the boy started 
learning Shastra granthas, under Shri 
Vagisha Tirtha. He had a sharp intellect 
and an extraordinary grasping power. His 
ability to expound the meaning of the Védas 
was astounding. All this time he was in the 
Matha where his parents also stayed. 


Right from an early age, Bhivardha 
showed a snese of detachment from 
material possessions and ‘comoforts. One 
particular incident brings out this trait. It 
was the practice of Shri VagishaTirtha to 
arange functions with the intention of 
encouraging his students. On such 
occasions gifts and presents were 
distributed to the students, and they were 
allowed to choose anything they wanted 
or ask for anything of their choice. While 
other students made their choicest 
demands, Bhivaraha did not even look at 
the gifts nor asked for any such item. The 
Guru was surprised at the detachment 
shown by the boy. 
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Time had come for initiating 
Bhiavaraha into Sanydsa Ashrama. The 
grief felt by his parents at the idea of 
separation was indescribable. The Guru 
understood their plight. He assured them 
that they would have another son to take 
care of them at their old age and only after 
his birth, Bhivaraha would be initiated 
into Sanydsa. Verily a second son was born 
to them and Bhivaraha embraced Sanyiasa, 
with a new name, VADIRAJA-TIRTHA. 


After Guru Vagisha attained ‘niryana’ 
Shri Vadirdja became the head of 
Kumbhasi Matha. Shortly thereafter he 
approached the illustrious Shri Vyasaraya 
at Hampi, studying the latter’s works 
namely, Nyayamrta, Tarka Tandava and 
Tatparya Chandrika. Shri VisnuTirtha, 
later VijayindraTirtha of Mantralaya 
Matha was his colleague (saha-pathi). 


During his long stay at Vijayanagara, 
Shri Vadiraja made an impression on one 
and all, including the king Krsnadévaraya. 
He was instrumental in unearthing 
immense wealth from ‘Vali Bhandara’ 
and also two idols of ShriRama and 
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Shri Vitthala. Shri VadirajaTirtha handed 
over all the riches to the King and retained 
for himself the two idols for worship. 
Even later, the kings of Vijayanagara 
kept themselves in close touch with 
Shri Vadirdja Tirtha. For instance, the 
susequent king Achyutardya was afflicted 
by serious illness and got cured by the 
blessings of Swamiji. 


DIGVIJAYA 


Shri Vadiraja set on a ‘conquest’ tour 
to spread Madhva-mata. When his mother 
expressed her sorrow at being away from 
the son, he got an image of himself carved 
out and handed it over to her, so as not to 
feel his absence. | 


The conquest tour (Digvijaya) was 
aimed at propagating Dvaita siddhanta 
and defeating those against it. But Shri 
Vadiraja also made it a point to visit various 
Punyaksétras right from Himalaya to the 
southern-most tip. In his later years he 
composed a travelogue (minor epic) in 
Sanskrit named ‘TirthaPrabandha’. 


18 


COMPOSING LAKSALANKARA 


After vising several holy places in the 
North, Shri Vadiradja Tirtha came to 
Prayag. While he was sitting in meditation, 
Lord Védavyasa came to him in the guise 
of a seer and said : 


“Son, your mother had taken a vow to 
dedicate one lakh ornaments if a male child 
was born. Should you not fulfil her vow? In ° 
the Mahabharata of one lakh shlokas there 
are many difficult words and passages. If 
you write a commentary on them, it would 
mean fulfilling her vow.” Shri Vadiraja 
gladly undertook the work and finished it 
in record time. On his return to the native 
place he informed his mother about the 
Commentary, which gladdened her. The 
commentary itself is called Laksébharana 
or Laksalankara. 


PARYAYA SYSTEM AT UDUPI 


As mentioned earlier, the Astamatha 
Svamijis took turns every two months for 
performing the Pija and other festivities 
of Lord Krsna. The system known as 
Paryaya had practical difficulties especially 
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in undertaking long tours for propagating 
Madhva tenets. Also it came in the way of 
long-term improvements concerning other 
semi-religious activities. 


Shri Vadiraja Tirtha after consulting 
other Svamijis at Udupi modified the 
existing system of two months term to two 
years. This means that while the Paryaya 
Svamiji remains steadfast in the ‘seva’ of 
Shri Krsna, others are free to take up other 
activities for full fourteen years. 


Shri Vadiraja Tirtha also arranged 
for separate buildings for each Matha 
around ShriKrsna temple. Among other 
improvements, mention may be made 
of ‘Navagraha Kindi’ for the Darshan of 
Shrikrsna. 


Shri Vadiraja got his first turn of 
Paryaya in 1532 & 1533 A.D. Probably 
during this time AchyutaRaya, the then 
king of Vijayanagara, who was cured of his 
illness owing to our Guriji’s grace, visited 
Udupi. As a token of his gratitude to the 
Seer, he arranged for renovation etc., of the 
temples around Krsna Matha and also the 
Madhva Sarévara in front of the main 
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temple. Later, another king Vira 
Prataparaya (a feudatory of the 
Vijayanagara Empire) visited the Svamiji 
and sought his blessings. It is recorded in 
an inscription that this king honoured Shri 
Vadiraja with the title ‘Prasangabharana 
Tirtha’. 


RUKMINISHA-VIJAYA 


After his paryaya, it appears, Shri 
Vadiraja Tirtha went again on pilgrimage. 
In one of his sojourns, he came to a place 
called ‘Punya Pattana’ [Modern Pune?]. 
Scholars over there held Magha Kavi’s 
‘Shishupala-Vadha’ as the greatest epic and 
decided to honour it by taking it in 
, procession. 


Shri Vadiraja Tirtha sent a word to 
them that he would obtain, on the same 
theme, a different epic in just 20 days. 
Actually speaking, he composed there only 
an epic poem, with 19 cantos, one each a 
day and handed over the same to the 
Scholars. It was titled as ‘Rukminisha 
Vijaya’, replete with various alankaras 
and poetic proficiency. Magha’s work had 


21 


a negative approach namely the killing of 
Shishupala, whereas this one laid stress on 
ShriKrsna and his marriage with his 
consort Rukmini. Here was a classic 
composition which harmoniously blended 
the elements of romance and devotion. The 
Pundits were greatly impressed and 
decided that RukminishaVijaya was the 
best. It was placed in a palanquin carried 
by an elephant and taken in procession. 


Shri Vadiradja proceeded to Gujarat, 
the land of Shri Krsna and was in Dvaraka 
for a long period. While he was meditating 
over his updsana Mirti, namely Lord 
Hayagriva, he visualised a Shaligrama of 
Him in a cave. He brought it for daily 
worship. 


In Dvaraka there was a saintly person 
by the name Krsna. He was afflicted with 
some serious illness. He approached our 
Svamiji, who advised him to recite 
Madhvastaka composed by himself. And lo! 
he was cured. Krsna remained an ardent 
devotee and propagated Madhva 
Philosophy. In this way Shri Vadiraja could 
attract many a Gujarati to Vaisnavism. 
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VISIT TO PANDHARAPURA 


Shri Vadirdja once went to 
Pandharapura, the sacred seat of Lord 
Vitthala. It was his practice to perform the 
Paja of Shri Hayagriva in solitude. He 
would then offer a sweet dish made of gram 
and jaggery (now known as ‘Hayagriva’ 
itself). It was believed that the Lord would 
Himself partake of it and leave some 
quantity for Shri Vadiraja. Since in 
Kaliyuga, God ShriHari would not give 
‘darshan’ in physical form, Shri Vadiraja 
would hold up the plate on his head and 
Lord HayAasya in the form of a divine horse 
would come from behind, place his forelegs — 
on the Svamiji’s shoulders and accept the 
offering. 


One day in Pandharapura, one of the 
prominet farmers sighted a beautiful white 
horse grazing in his field where sweet gram 
(kadale) was grown. On being chased, the 
Horse ran up to the place where Svamiji 
was camping and abruptly disappeared 
from view. The farmer approached the 
Svamiji and said : 


“Your white horse has eaten away all 
the gram crop. What an injustice!” 


23 


Svamiji replied : “We dont have any 
horse, white or black; you may check it 
yourself,” And the farmer checked but did 
not trace any. While he was dumbfounded, 
Svamiji told him : 

‘Dont worry, your loss will be made 
good. Go to your farm tomorrow morning 
and see for yourself.” 


Next day, quite early in the morning 
the farmer rushed to his field. And to his 
utter amazement there were golden grams 
scattered all over. The farmer came to 
Svamiji and fell at his feet. Svamiji told him 
that he was lucky to have Lord 
Hayavadana’s favour in this way. The 
farmer offered the entire field to the Matha. 
Till recently the gram grown in this plot 
used to be offered to Lord Hayavadana at 
Séda during the Aradhana of Shri Vadiraja 
Guru. 


VISIT TO TIRUPATI 


In his next sojourn he went to 
Kumbhakinam in the South and won in 
dialectics with many scholars and made 
them disciples of Madhva Siddhanta. 
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He then went to Tirupati i.e. 
Shésachala, the holiest seat of Lord 
Venkatéshvara. But the moment he came 
near the foot of the hill, it appeared to him 
like a huge Sdaligram, where Shri 
Venkatésha was present. And he felt that 
it would be a sin to set his foot on it! So he 
climbed the hill on his knees to have 
‘darshan’ of Lord Shrinivasa! There he 
gifted a garland of Saligrams, which he had 
brought from ‘Gandaki’ river. Even today 
this precious garland adores the neck of 
Shri Venkatéshvara, on special occasions. 


IN THE HOME DISTRICT 


Shri Vadiraja Tirtha visited numerous 
places in the Daksina Kannada District as 
is evident in his work. ‘Tirtha Prabandha’. 
Apart from religious aspects, he was 
required to settle some social conflicts as 
well. For example he settled the dispute 
between the Brahmins of Kota and 
Kotéshvara villages of Udupi district, and 
they heeded his advice because of his 
powerful saintly stature. 


Once he was camping in Midabidri - 
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a Jaina centre. The Banga Chieftain over 
there came to see the Svamiji. He told the 
Svamiji about a beautiful image of his 
religious creed and that Svamiji must see 
it. Shri Vadirdja smiled and said, may be 
in a lighter vein : 


‘No. If we see it, the same may turn 
out to be our God’s image!” 


How could that happen! So thought the 
Chieftain and insisted. The Svamiji went 
there. Probably on the way he had in mind 
Lord Vitthala of Pandharapur and when he 
saw the Jain Vigraha, it really looked like 
Vitthala, with one hand on the waist (as in 
Pandharapura) and the other hand holding 
a conch. The Chieftain was pleasantly 
surprised and handed over the idol to Shri 
Vadiraja. Since it is somewhat greenish in 
colour, it is called, ‘Pachche Vitthala’ and 
is being worshipped in the Matha. 


DHARMASTHALA 


We all know how famous is the 
present Dharmasthala and its deity 
Shri Majunatha Svami. During the days of 
Shri VadirajaTirtha it was known as 
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Kudumapura and more as a place of 
Bhitaradhana, i.e. spirit worship. When 
Svamiji who was camping nearby was 
requested by the then Managing Head, 
Dévaraj Pergade to perform the Pija, he 
hesitated on the ground that the place was 
devoid of Agamic or satvit rites. But when 
insisted, he invoked Lord Manjundatha in 
the Linga, placed a Narasimha Saligrama 
and performed the Pija. The large crowd 
over there was delighted. Pleased with the 
religiocity of Shri Heggade our Svamiji 
termed him as Dharmdadhikari and gave a 
new name to the place as Dharma-Sthala. 
He instructed the temple authorities to 
perform regular Pija as per Vedic 
tradition and to offer free food (Annadana) 
to all devotees. Whatever the guidelines 
given by Shri Vadiraja Tirtha are followed 
even todate. 


GURU GUNDI & DANDA TIRTHA 


Kuthyar is a small village in Dakshina 
Kannada, but drought-ridden most of the 
year. Svamiji took compassion over the 
plight of the villagers. He dug up a small 
stretch in a place and through his 
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yogasiddhi, water gushed in abundantly. 
The water source thus sanctified by the 
grace of our Guriji is known as “Guru 
Gundi’. He also attended to the welfare 
of people in the village. Thus the 
prosperity of Kuthyar owes a great deal to 
Shri Vadiradjasvami. 

A similar incident happened in the 
village ‘Kati Shivalaya’, situated in the 
confluence (Sangama) of the rivers 
-Kumaradhara and Netravati. Shri 
Vadiraja had gone there to take a dip in the 
Sangama. Oh! The nearby area was 
studded with Shivalingaés. Svamiji 
thought of arranging Abhisékam for all of 
them. But then they were scattered far and 
wide. Shri VadirdjaTirtha with his Danda 
drew a line from the riverbank and water 
sprang up and flowed copiously, resulting 
in the natural Abhisékam to all the Lingas! 
The spot became sacred and it i is now called 
Danda Tirtha. 


MATTI GULLA 


As mentioned earlier Lord Hayagriva 
used to accept the ‘Prasdda’ made of sweet 
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gram and jaggery. After this, Svamiji used 
to open the door, finish the rest of Paja and 
take the left-over dish in the plate, as 
Prasada. 


Some petty-minded people in the 
Matha spread the rumour that it was false 
and Svamiji himself would eat it up. One 
day they went to the extent of mixing 
poision in the dish. Svamiji unwittingly 
offered it to the Lord. And on that day not 
even a trace of it was left! Not only that, 
the idol of Hayagriva turned greenish, on 
account of poison. 


Svamiji was worried, However at night 
in his dream, the Lord consoled him and 
indicated the way how to get rid of the. 
same. 


In a village named Matti a particular 
variety of brinjal known as Gulla is grown, 
that too in a particular field. Shri Vadiraja 
Tirtha, while improving the lot of Brahmins 
over there, got the Gulla to be used in 
cooking and offer the same to Lord 
Hayagriva. This he did continuously for 48 
days and all the greenish taint was gone, 
except a small patch in the neck of the idol 
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as a reminder of the incident. Every year 
this Gulla is brought from that field and 
served as naivédya. 


ATTACK AT UNDARU 


Undaru is a small village in Udupi 
District. Once Svamiji camped there. The 
villge Headman by the name RamaKrsna 
Prabhu encircled the Matha and thought 
of looting it at night. A little earlier he even 
saw the Svamiji going out, which meant 
that it was easier to loot. But then the 
Headman and his small entourage could 
not find the very door of the Matha to enter 
in! So they went back. 


SVAMIJI AT BELUR 


Bélur in Hassan District is famous 
because of the temple of Lord 
Chennakéshava. Shri Vadirdja Tirtha 
visited Bélir. But somehow the priests over 
there did not pay any attention to him. So 
Svamiji stayed on the outskirts of the town. 
This visit coincided with the annual car 
festival (Ratha yatra) of Lord Chenna 
Késhava. During the festival the deity was 
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taken out and placed in the Ratha. And the 
devotees started pulling the rope of the 
chariot, but the chariot, despite their 
strenuous efforts did not move. 


The priests realised their folly in 
ignoring the Svamiji and begged him to go 
over to the temple. Shri VadiradjaTirtha 
came to the spot and recited the famous 
song “Béga baro....” * composed on the spot. 
Soon the chariot moved and every one felt 
relieved. 

Shri Vadiraja Tirtha’s visit to Bélir is 
considered important also because of his 
meeting with a prominent Saint - Shri 
Bélira Vaikunthadasa. It is said that when 
Shri VadirajaTirtha met him, he saw the 


. Béga baro béga baro Nilaméghavarna| 
Béga baro béga baro vélapurada chenna!| | 
Indira-ramana Govinda béga baro 


Nandana kanda Mukunda béga baro 1 
Rddha Samrddha Aniruddha béga baro 
haddanérida prasiddha béga baro 2 
Ranga uttunga Narasinga béga baro 
Kangaligeseva Shubhanga béga baro 3 
Dhira Uddra Gambhira béga baro 
Haradlankdra Raghuvira béga baro 4 


Ayya vijayya Sahayya béga baro U- 
dayadrivasa Hayavadana béga baro 5 
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very Lord lying on his lap as a child! Shri 
VadirajaTirtha himself has described the 
scene. This is a situation which only the 
‘Apardksa-Jnanis’ could visualise. 


There are innumerable incidents about 
Svamiji’s compassion and _ broad 
mindedness towards the less-favoured and 
downtrodden humans, and also who are in 
difficulties. Once a poor Brahmir. 
tormented by his creditors ran away from 
his family and grieved over his 
predicament. Svamiji asked him to chant 
‘Shri-Sikta’ with devotion and it is said 
that monetary help came to him soon. On 
another occasion the Svamiji cured a leper 
of his disease by making him smear his 
body with the Mrttika sanctified by the 
Saint. 


IDOL OF HAYAGRIVA 


A goldsmith wanted to make an idol of 
Lord Ganésha with all sincerity of purpose, 
80 that he could worship him daily. But 
when the goldsmith cast it in a mould it 
turned out to be that of Hayagriva! 


He again cast it into the mould 
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and again it was Hayagriva! Once more 
did he try but with no avail. He then went 
to Shri VadirdjaTirtha. On seeing the 
beautiful idol of Lord Hayagriva Svamiji 
was simply elated. The goldsmith then 
offered the idol to Shri Vadiraja. It is being 
worshipped at Sdde Matha. 


Besides that individual, he blessed the 
entire community of goldsmiths, who were 
not held in esteem by the then populace at 
large. Svamijiin a way gave them Vaisnava 
Diksa. To this day the entire community of 
goldsmiths, also known as Suvarnakars 
holds Hayagriva as their family deity and 
Shri VadirajaTirtha as their Parama- 
Guru. They continue to be disciples of 
Sdode Matha. 


KANAKADASA 

Kanakadasa was a disciple of Shri 
Vyasaraja Tirtha and a companion to the 
Saint Purandaradasa, Shri Vadiraja knew 
Kanakadasa and his utmost devotion to 
Lord ShriHari. However, he being a non- 
Brahmin, the orthodox people in Udupi 
denied Lord’s Darshan and such other 
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" favours to him. But when he visited Udupi, 
Shri VadirajaTirtha ignored objections of 
orthodoxy and allowed him the Darshan of 
ShrikKrsna. He was given Tirtha-Prasada 
after the Puja. 


Here is an incident that would throw 
light on Kanakadasa’s devotion to Lord 
Krsna. In the northern ‘part of ShriKrsna 
Matha there is a kitchen where food is 
cooked for ‘Naivédya’. Water from the 
boiled rice (Ganji) was being poured 
through a drain. On the day of his arrival 
at Udupi Kanakadasa collected this water 
in an empty coconut shell, mixed it with 
flour, and prepared a Roti (bread-like stuff) 
He then offered the same to Lord Krsna. 


At this time the cooks brought the rice 
and other culinary items for Naivédya to 
Lord Krsna. The Svamiji, looking at it told 
the cooks “Oh. No! This is already offered 
to Shri Krsna. Take this away and prepare 
soon, fresh rice.” People around were 
astonished as to how could this happen. 
Svamiji explained what Kanakadasa did, 
albeit unwittingly. Since then, Roti is being 
prepared out of drained rice-water and 
offered to Lord Krsna. 
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BHUTARAJARU 


Narayana Acharya of Naralahalli was 
one of the ardent disciples of Svamiji. 
Though wellversed in Shastrads he had a 
suspicious nature. One day Shri Vadiraja 
Tirtha was invited for Bhiksa by none other 
than his mentor Shri Vyadsaraja Tirtha. So 
he performed his morning rituals in a brief 
manner. On his return after Bhiksa, Shri 
VadiradjaTirtha sought some solitude on a 
river bank to complete his daily rituals. But 
the suspicious Narayanacharya followed 
him and hid himself behind a tree. On 
noticing him and his intention, Svamiji 
cursed him that he would be a Brahma 
Raksasa. Soon Narayanacharya realised 
his folly and sought his Guru’s forgiveness. 
The Guru replied “Whenever you meet 
anyone, ask him the meaning of “aT 4 AI & 
$I J td: ’” The moment someone answers | 
correctly, you will be relieved of this 
wretched life.” 

So the Bhita in Narayanacharya went 
on asking, but not getting the answer, from 
anybody. 

One day he accosted Shri Vadiraja 
-Tirtha himself to which Svamiji replied : 
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TATA, AA TF CA: 


It is believed that the months of 
Asadha, Kartika, Magha and Vaishakha 
are important when the Sadhaka should go 
for an early sacred bath so that he gets 
salvation. Anyway Narayanacharya was 
relieved of the curse and became a steadfast 
disciple of Svamiji. 

But he was no ordinary soul. He is said 
to be Bhavi Rudradévaru and was named 
‘Bhitarajaru’ endowed with supernatural 

powers from his mentor. 


Whenver Shri Vadiraja Tirtha moved 
in a palanquin, two persons would bear it 
from behind, whereas Bhitaraja would be 
in the front, but not seen by anyone. To the 
onlookers it appeared strange. One sorcerer 
conjured ghosts and made them bear his 
palanquin from both sides, but all the four 
bearers were invisible. This meant for him 
that he was superior to Shri Vadiraja 
Tirtha! Once they came face to face. But 
seeing the awesome figure of Shri 
Bhitaraja the ghosts vanished, throwing 
down the palanquin of the sorcerer! ' 
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True to his nomenclature, our Svamiji 
was certainly victorious in any kind of 
religious argument. There are innumerable 
occasions to substantiate the same. For 
instance, a great Advaita Scholar by the 
name Shridana argued with Shri Vadiraja 
for several days and finally admitted 
defeat. He was so impressed by the 
Svamiji’s intellectual supremacy and his 
ability to convince the opponents in 
argument, that he became a staunch 
Vaisnava and propagated Madhva tenets. 


ANANDABHATTA’S VICTORY 


Once when Shri Vadiraja Tirtha was 
in his yatra in the South, a renowned 
scholar in Advaita sought an argument 
with our Svamiji. He readily agreed. But 
the Advaitin did not turn up and gave 
another day of appointment. Shri Vadiraja 
went again to the spot and even then the 
Advaita Scholar did not turn up. 


However, Shri Vadiraja Tirtha had to 
go to Udupi for the Paryaya. But if he did 
so, he was likely to be alleged to have ‘run 
away being afraid of argument. 
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At this time one Shri Ananda Bhatta 
(of Pandurangi family) had come for higher 
studies in Madhva Shastra. Svamiji bade 
him to face the Advaitin and told him not 
to worry about the possible defeat. Svamiji 
blessed him with Mantraksata and then 
proceeded to Udupi. 


And verily Ananda Bhatta defeated 
the Scholar, obtained the Yayapatra’ and 
presented it to the Svamiji. The latter was 
simply pleased. He said : 


“Oh, great among Scholars! you have 
won the adversary as per my bidding. You 
will soon be blessed with a son who will 
achieve something great.” 


The blessing came true and Ananda 
Bhatta named his son ‘Gururaja’ in honour 
of Shri VadiradjaGuru. And true to the 
prediction he later became the Pontiff of 
Uttaradimatha and achieved great heights 
in that sphere. (His Vrndavana is in 
Ranibennur and the subsequent Pontiffs 
have made it a point to visit Ranibennur 
and pay respects to him, remembering well 
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that he was born because of the blessings 
of Shri Vadiraja.* 


SHRI VADIRAJA IN SODE 


Sdde is a small place in Uttara 
Kannada District. The Ruler was a follower 
of Virashaiva faith. His Guru, by the name 
‘Rambha khéta’, had earned a reputation 
that he would everyday go to Kailasa, 
worship Shiva-Parvati and return! People 
believed this phenomenon. He went a step 
ahead saying that Lord Shiva had 
instructed him to convert all Brahimns to 
Virashaivism. In this way Brahmins 
around Sdéde were harassed. 


Some of them met Shri VadirajaTirtha 
and explained their predicament. Shri 
Vadiraja proceeded towards Séde. Once he 
sat for meditation in the place, now called 
‘Tapodvana’. 


During the same time, Séde was 


~ A similar situation occured in the case of Shri 
SatyaPramédaTirtha of Uttaradimatha. His 
mother did ‘séva’ infront of Vrndavana of Shri 
VadirajaTirtha at Séde and bore the son. 
Therefore, he was also named as Gururaja. 
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attacked by enemy forces. The Ruler 
_ Arasappa Nayaka suffered heavy losses 
and took shelter in the dense forest, just 
near where Shri VadirajaTirtha was 
sitting in meditation. Arasappa Nayaka fell 
at his feet and sought refuge. At first the 
Svamiji admonished him for the harsh 
treatment meeted out to Brahmins. The 
king profusely apologised. Svamiji then 
gave him Mantraksata and told him that 
he could now face the enemies and that he 
would be victorious with the blessings of 
Lord Hayagriva, Yes! he did emerge 
victorious and then came to the Svamiji. 


He then told the king to arrange for the 
discussion with the latter’s Guru. This 
Guru was also well-versed in the Shastras. 
And so the discussion between the two went 
on for a few days, at the end of which the 
Virashaiva Svami admitted defeat. From 
then on Arasappa Nayaka became an 
ardent devotee and a humble disciple of 
Shri VadirajaTirtha. He donated the land 
in Sdde where at present the Vrndavanam 
and other temples are situated. Also he 
gifted away a pearl throne and umbrella, 
and thecrown etc. These are still preserved 
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in the Matha.* More importantly, he 
presented a bell with the insignia of Nandi 
which to this day is being used. (Normally 
such bells for Pija bear on the top, the 
insignia of Shri Hanuman) 


There is also a stone inscription 
describing the donations from the Side 
King. Also he arranged for the construction 
of a temple for Lord Trivikrama. This idol 
was said to be worshipped by Shri 
Madhvacharya and was brought from 
Badari to Sdde by none other than 
Bhitaraja, along with its chariot. An idol 
of Shri Ramadévi was also installed near 
that of Lord Trivikrama. The installing 
ceremony took place on the Paurnima of 
Vaishakha in Chitrabhanu Samvatsara 
(corresponding to the year 1582 A.D.) In the, 
meanwhile some more temples sprang up 
around. 


From then on Shri VadirajaTirtha 


* There is a Kirtana “Vadiradjara Kida 
Vadavyatako” meaning, ‘why argue with Shri 
Vadiraja’ composed by a Virashaiva, by the 
name ‘Balehalli Rudraksi Odeya’. Is it likely 
that he, also a svami - was a contemporary of 
Shri Vadiraja? 
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more or less settled in Sdéde. He had 
chosen his successor naming him as 
Shri VédavédyaTirtha. In the meantime, 
the Parydya Puja time was nearing (1596 
& 1597). By then he was 117 years old! 
Shri VédavédyaTirtha was also getting old 
and felt that he may not get a chance of 
Shri Krsna Paja. Shri VadirajaTirtha 
decided to send him to Udupi for the 
purpose, whereas he would undertake the 
Paryaya at Séde itself. 


To sum up, Shri VadirajaTirtha 
vanquished several opponents of Dvaita 
philosophy and converted many a 
community to Vaisnavism. He undertook 
several socio-religious reforms. And he was 
a great solace to those who needed succour; 
without any discrimination. He attributed 
all this to the grace of ShriHari. 


By now his service to the glory of the 
Lord and the upliftment of humanity had 
extended over a century. He could have 
certainly warded off any illness or old age. 
An instance is told that he once had fever 
while performing the Paja but in order not 
to get disturbed at the time of Pija, he 
transferred the fever to his Danda. And it 
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was said to be shivering! After the Puja, he 
retrieved back the fever. Such a thing is not 
impossible to those who have acquired Yoga 
Siddhi, Be that as it may, Svamiji knew 
well the dictum - Jétasya Maranam 
Dhruvam, and thought that he should now 
retire from this world. 


He went to Udupi for the last glimpse 
of Lord ShriKrsna. After his return, he 
told the Sdde ruler to construct five 
Vrndavanas, four small ones at the corners 
and a bigger one in the middle. These four 
contain images of Lords Brahma, Visnu, 
Rudra & Mukhyaprdana. As for the main 
Vrndavan, in the front we find Lord 
Hayagriva and Shri Vadiraja below. And 
on the other three sides there are the 
images of Shri Rama, Shri Krsna and 
Shri Védavyasa. 


The month of Phalguna of Samvat 
1522 approached. That was the time for the | 
annual festival of Lord Trivikrama & 
Ramadevi, starting from Navami upto 
Pournima. Shri Vadiraja Tirtha celebrated 
the occasion with utmost devotion and 
splendour. Soon after, he retired into 
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seclusion. On the third day Svamiji finished 
his ablutions and Pija and told the 
disciples that he would soon enter. the 
middle Vrndavan and as soon as the 
Japamala slips from his hand they should 
close the Vrndavan fully. So he is one of the 
few Svamijis to enter Vrndavan while 
alive.* All those present were tinged with 
grief. Shri Vadiraja Yati’s relics namely, 
‘Kavi Vastra’ and Padukas are still 
preserved in the Matha. . 


SVAPNA-VRNDAVANAKHYANA 


The Successor Shri VédavédyaTirtha 
lived for twelve years. He was succeeded 
by Shri VédanidhiTirtha. During his time 
a Dhwaja-sthambha (a tall stone pillar) was 
constructed and was to be erected infront 
of Shri Trivikrama Temple. But to lift it up 
was a big problem. Shri Védanidhi Tirtha 
got the image of ‘Hamsavahana Shri 
Vadiraja’ carved out on its side. It was then 


80 easy to lift up the pillar and erect the 
same. 





* 


Shri Raghavendra Swamiji also did likewise. 
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During the days of Shri Vadiraja, there 
was a devotee by the name Lakshmipati. 
He was extremely anxious to know the 
innate greatness of his Guruji. Even during 
later years, he went on nourishing that 
idea. So Shri Vadiraja would for some days 
appear in his dream and recite Shlokas 
concerning his Avatara etc. The next day 
Lakshmipati would reproduce the same to 
Shri Védanidhi Tirtha and the Svamiji got 
it transcripted into Sanskrit through 
one Shri Ramachandra Achar. This is 
known as the famous ‘Svapna-Vrndavana 
Akhyanam’. There is also ‘Anu- 
Vrndavanakhyanam’ which contains the 
gist of the same. 


The substance of this classic work is 
that Shri Vadiradja Tirtha is identified as 
an incarnation of Latavya, holding the third 
position in the heirarchy of Rju-Gana 
Dévatas. The first two are Brahma and 
Vayu, which means that his next 
incarnation would be Vayudévaru. That is 
why Shri VadirajaTirtha has another 
popular nomenclature known as ‘Bhavi 
Samira.’ | 


45 


THE SODE KSETRA 


Before we enter the main Sanctum 
Sanctorum, there is a lake called 
‘Hayagriva Samudra’. Adjacent to it is a 
huge Ashvattha tree. When we move 
further, we find the temple of Lord 
Trivikrama and Ramadevi, along with a 
Dhvajastambha. 


A little down, is the sanctum 
sanctorum of our Svamiji. But before 
entering it, there is the holy abode of 
Shri Bhitaraja, the guardian angel of 
whom the devotees first seek grace, and 
then proceed. 


As said earlier, there is the spacious 
Pancha Vrndavan facing which is the idol 
of Lord Védavyasa. (It cannot be seen 
by onlookers). Also the Vrndavanam of 
Shri VédavédyaTirtha is situated just 
adjacent to the Panchavrndavanam site. 


When we come out of the Vrndavanam 
site, there is the famous Dhavala Ganga 
pond. Around the same, one can find the 
following mini-temples etc. They are listed 
here. (From left side to the right) : 


a) Chandramoulishvara (i.e. Shiva) 
b) Vinapani Hanumanta (a rare idol) 
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c) Vayudéva d) Anantéshavara e) Gopala 
Krsna f) Subrahmanya g) Anantdsana 
and the Vrndavands of some successive 
Pontiffs of Sdde Matha. Nearby there 
is Nagabana - where idols of serpant 
incarnation are erected under an Ashvatha 
Vrksa. All in all, the place is simply idyllic 
and inspires one towards devotion to Shri 
Hari and Shri Vadiraja Guru. 


EPILOGUE 


The first point to note is that ‘Shri 
Vadiraja Tirtha’s name has come to occupy 
a place of spotaneous affetion, respect and 
spiritual veneration in the hearts of all 
Madhvas. This is because he is very much 
‘present’ in the Vrndavana at Sdde and has 
been fulfilling the aspirations of ardent 
devotees. In fact, he and Shri Raghavéndra 
Guru are like two eyes for devotees, albeit 
their religious traditions. 

Shri VAadiradjaTirtha’s was a 
manysided personality. He was a ‘sound 
-scholar, a successful organiser, a gifted 
religious poet, both in Sanskrit and 
Kannada (also, in Tulu language), and a 
remarkable orator. He wielded great 
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spiritual powers and had many miracles 
performed. More importantly he had 
Bhitardja under his control, a unique 
phenomenon not to be found elsewhere. 


Another trait of his is his love for 
nature. He would be almost one with rivers, 
hills, trees etc. Reason? It was because he 
felt that they are all God’s creation and He 
is there in everything in this world. It is 
this devotional feeling that caused him to 
climb the Tirupati Hillock on his knees! 


WORKS BY SHRI VADIRAJA TIRTHA 
Sanskrit 


As said earlier, Shri Vadiraja was a 
profound scholar and had a flair for poetical 
musing. (Quite a number of his works are 
missing and not available.) Some of the 
important ones may be mentioned here; 


a) About twelve orginal works in 
Sanskrit on Dvaita Philosophy. Of these 
‘Yuktimallika’ is considered as his 
‘Magnum Opus’. (For a brief sketch of this 
work, vide Appendix I) Another famous 
work is his ‘NyAyaRatnavali’ - It is a 
refutation of Mayavada, propounded by 
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Shri Shankaracharya. This work has been 
rendered into English, with comments, by 
one Prof. Stafford Betty. (Phordham Univ.) 


Next in importance are his 
coinmentaries. Notable among them are : 
Commentaries on Shri Jayatirtha’s Nyaya 
Sudha, Shri Madhvacharya’s Tantraséra: 
and also Vishnusahasranama Vyakhya. 


Apart from these philosphic works 
there are two mythologial epcis. We have 
already mentioned ‘Rukminisha Vijaya’. To 
this should be added ‘Sarasa Bharati 
Vilasa’.* Both Alankaras and Shlésarthas 
(double meanings) abound in. 


But the one which is more popular and 
easy to understand is his ‘Tirtha 
Prabandha’. As indicated earlier, 
Shri Vadiraja travelled quite a lot and 
visited several holy places. In Tirtha 
Prabandha, he took the opportunity of 
praising the Lord, with imaginative 
similies and witty remarks. 


(For more details, vide Appendix IT) 


* This has been translated into English by Shri 
S. K. Achar. (Udupi, 1999) 
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The next category is that of STOTRAS. 
And what a variety! Probably no one has 
composed so many Stotras in Sanskrit, and 
in such lilting tunes, (because of the 
Anuprasa / alliteration). That is why some 
of them are sung daily in orthodox families. 
As a specimen we reproduce one which is 
on Udupi ShriKrsna. (Vide Apendix IIT) 


KANNADA COMPOSITIONS 


With regard to Kannada compositions, 
Dr. T. N. Nagaratna of Mysore University 
has brought out two collections. One 
contains mainly Kirtanas. The second 
volume holds his longer poems. They are 
rich, both in their devotional content. and 
their musical quality. These compositions 
are a great contribution to Haridasa 
literature in Kannada. The main themes 
contained in these are : 


a) Songs in praise of Lords Hayagriva, 
BalaKrsna, Venkatésha, Ranganatha 
and Trivikrama. 


b) Supremacy of Shri Hari over other 
Dévatas. 


C) 
d) 


e) 
f) 
g) 
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Dashavatara of ShriHari. 


Avatara Traya (Shri Hanuma, Bhima 
and Madhva) 


Songs embodying Dvaita Philosophy. 
Qualities Required in a Devotee; and 
Worldly Advice. 


All the above are composed under the 


nom-de-plume ‘Hayavadana’. 


a) 


LONGER POEMS 


Lakshmi-Shiébhana - Deals with 
the marriage of LaksmiDévi with 
ShriHari. (This was composed when a 
bridegroom in a marriage ceremony 
died of snakebite. It was recited by the 
Svamiji, and it is said that the 
bridegroom got up as if from sleep.) 
The Shobhdna is sung by womenfolk - 
old or young seeking long life and 
prosperity.* 


-In 1997, Rajahamsa Pratishthana organised a 


recitation ‘mela’ of women, completing thereby, 
one laksh recitations of this song. Thus it is 
extremely popular. 
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b) Vaikuntha Varnane 


This work contains about, 400 verses 
in four Sandhis, namely Moksa, Laya, 
Srsti and Sthiti Sandhis. In the first 
Sandhi itself ‘Vaikuntha Loka’ is 
described. As for Moksa it is of four 
types : Sdayujya, Saldkya, Samipya & 
Sdripya. 


TULU COMPOSITIONS 


Shri Vadiraja had a great compassion 
for the downtrodden Tuluvas and wanted 
them to lead a devotional pious life. 
Perhaps this prompted him to compose ‘Pad 
dana’s - a type of folksongs in Tulu 
language. 


APPENDIX - I 


YUKTIMALLIKA 
The Yukti-Mallika - a monumental 


work of Shri Vadiraja is written in defence 
of Dvaita System. 


It comprises five chapters, namely, 
_GUNA-Saurabha, SHUDDHI - Saurabha, 
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BHEDA - Saurabha, VISHVA Saurabha 
and PHALA - Saurabha. 


Guna-Saurabha : This first Sandhi 
begins with the salutation to Lord 
Hayagriva. The main theme aims at 
refuting the ‘Nirguna’ concept of Advaita. 
The ‘Nirguna Shruti’ occuring in the 
Shvétasvatar6panisat has been critically 
examined and it is proved that this Shruti 
does not negate the innumerable and 
meritorious attributes of Shri Hari. 
However it negates only the material 
qualities namely Satva, Rajas and Tamas. 
To substantiate this stand, Shri Vadiraja 
has profusely given evidences from Itihasa 
and Puranas. Further, while discussing the 
concept Vishesa, the inherent and 
unlimited power of the Lord has been well 
established. 


The second chapter Shuddhi 
Saurabha deals with the ‘Ajnana’ concept 
of the Advaitins. Here it is shown that it 
cannot be considered as philosophic, 
because it is not reality (Tathya). After all 
the main object of philosophy is to make an 
enquiry into reality. According to Shri 
Vadiraja, this speaks of the absolute purity 
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of the Lord. Vadiraja profusely quotes 
passages from Bhagavata, Bhagavadgita 
and other sources. 


Bhéda Saurabha - This chapter is the 
very essence of Yukti-mallika. The Pancha- 
Bhéda, i.e. Difference between God and 
Soul (Jiva), God and matter; difference 
among souls and among the matter; and 
finally, difference between, the matter and 
the soul. It is shown that this Bhéda can be 
established by the three means of 
knowledge, namely Pratyaksa, Anumana 
and Agama. Shri Vadiraja declares that the 
idea of identity is contrary not only to valid 
perception and scriptures, but also to 
reason. 


Vishva Saurabha - According to 
Advaitins this world (Vishva) is not real. 
In this chapter it is shown that neither 
preception nor inference (Yukti) nor even 
scriptures sanction the falsity of the world. 
It is also explained that the Lord cannot 
create a false world. And the creation of 
such a wonderful world establishes the 
over-lordship, sole-creatorship and 
omniscience of the Lord. 
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Phala Saurabha: As the title indicates 
it deals with Moksa. The nature of Moksa 
and the means thereof for attainment has 
been explained. Of the means namely 
Shravana, Manana and Dhyana, it is the 
last one which is the direct means for God 
vision (Aparoksa). Ultimately it is the God’s 
grace alone that helps in attaining Moksa. 


Vadiraja’s contribution in Yukti- 
Maillika can be veiwed from two angles : 
Contribtuion to Indian Philosophy in 
general and to Dvaita system in particular. 
And it is praiseworthy to know how best 
Yukti (reason) has been employed by 
Shri Vadiraja. And Yukivada here is 
supported by befitting and apt analogies. 
Shri Vadiraja’s skill in introducing first the 
PurvaPaksa, its examination and further 
its refutation is unique. 


(Gist of the article by Dr. Gururdaja 
Nippani) 


P.S. - Several scholars have written 
commentaries, on this work. The recent one is 
by the aforesaid Shri Satyapramida Tirtha, 
when he was spending one of his ‘Chaturmasa’ 
at Soda. 
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APPENDIX - II 


A Note on TIRTHA PRABANDHA 


As hinted earlier Shri Vadiraja toured 
India thrice - especially North, South and 
West. It is indicative of his basic instinct 
for interaction with various people (Jana 
Samparka) - a trait not generally found in 
erstwhile Pontiffs. There are many 
instances of his going to smaller and remote 
places whenever called upon. Another urge 
in doing so was to convert people towards 
devotion to God, more specifically ShriHari. 


The outcome of these trends is this 
travelogue - “Tirtha Prabandha’ composed 
around A.D. 1580s. This is the first 
travelogue in Sanskrit. 


The work contains 235 shlokas and 
divided into four ‘Directions’ Pirva, 
Daksina, Pashchima and Uttara. We find 
therein several pilgrim centres and their 
deities and also the adjacent rivers. Be it 
noted that he has described only those 
places which he has personally visited. 
Obviously Daksina Kannada has more 
representation, with its rivers, like 
Nétravati and Kumaradhara and holy 
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places such as Subrahmanya, Kolliru, 
Kréda and Udupi. 


The description then moves in upward 
direction covering Gdikarna and 
Pandharapura. In the North, he did visit 
Mathura of Shri Krsna and Ayodhya of Shri _ 
Rama. The big rivers in the north and the 
Trivéni Sangama have also been vividly 
described. 


Coming to the South, Shrirangam with 
its deity Rangandatha has precedence over 
others. 


What impresses one is that he has 
great respect for Lord Shiva. He has thus 
visited Shaiva temples like Shrishaila, 
Kanchi etc. His Kirtana in Kannada, 
namely ‘Dhavala Gangéya Gangadhara 
Mahalinga’ is quite popular. But a word of 
caution : This Rudradévaru is like our Guru 
who would take us to the Supreme Lord 
Shri Hari! So Shiva is neither equal nor 
superior to ShriHari. 


An important feature of this work is 
that, almost all verses are imaginative — 
expressions, giving at times, the impression 
that it is more poetic than a religious one. 
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One example may be given. In Kroda, 
there is the Shankara-Narayana temple 
where both Shankara and Narayana are 
represented in the Linga form. By this, one 
should not conclude that both deities are 
the same. While warning against this 
assumption, Shri Vadiraja gives some 
reasons for that. And he says : “One is 
‘Umésha’ (husband of Um4) and the other 
is Ramésha’ (husband of Rama). How can 
there be two different wives!” 


- APPENDIX - III 
UDUPI SHRI KRSNASTAKA 


(Ananda Bhairavi - Mishra Chhapu) 


Palayachyuta Palaydajita Palaya 
Kamalalaya. 
Lilayadhrta Bhidadmburu Hidara 
Svajandédara | | 


Madhvamdnasa Padma Bhanu 


Samamsmara Pratimamsmara. 
Snigdha Nirmala Shitakantila 


Sanmukham Karunoénmukham. 
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Hrdyakambu saManakandhara 
Maksayam Duritaksayam. 

Snigdha Samstuta Raupyapitha krtalayam 

Hari-malayam | | 11] | 


Angadadi SushébhaPani Yugéna 
Samstubhi Taivasam. 
Tungamélya Manindrahara Sardjasam 
Khalanirasam. 
Mangalaprada manthadama virajitam 
Bhajitajitam. 
Tam GrniVara Raupya Pitha krtalayam 
Harimalayam | 1/21 | 
Pinaramya Tanidaram Bhaja Hé manah 
Shubha Hé Manah. 
Svanubhava Nidarshandya 
Dishantamarthi Sushantamam. 
Anatismi Nijarjunapriya Sadhakam 
| Khala Badhakam. 
Hinatojjhita Raupya Pitha Krtalayam 
Harimalayam | |31 | 


Hemakinkini Malika Rasananchitam 
Tama Vanchita. 
Ratnakanchana Vastra Chitrakatim 
GhanaprabhayaGhanam. 
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Kamranadgakaropamorumanamayam . 
Shubha Dhimayam. 
Naumyaham vara Raupya Pitha 
krtalayam Harimalayam | !4| | 


VrttaJanu Mandjnya Janghama Mohadam 
Para Mohadam. 
Ratna Kalpana KhatvisaMrta 
Mrttamastati- muttamam. 
Pratyaham Rachitarchanam Ramaydsvaya 
| GatayaSvayam. 
Chitta Chintaya Raupya Pitha Krtalayam 
Harimalayam | 151 | 
Charupada Sardja Yugma Ruchasmaroch- 
chaya Chamar6o. 
Dara-Mirdhaja Bhara mandala Ranjakam 
Kali Bhanjakam. 
Viratéchita-Bhisanam Vara-Nipuram 
Svata Napuram. 
Dharayadtmani Raupya Pitha Krtalayam 
_ Harimalayam | 161 | 


Shuskavadi Mandstidarata Raga Motsava 


Dagamam. 
Satkavindra Vacho Viladsa Mahddayam 


Mahitédayam. 
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Laksayami Yatishvaraihkrtapijanam 
GunaBhajanam. 

Dhikrtopama Raupyapitha Krtalayam 
Harimdalayam | 1!71 | 


NaradaPriyaMavishamburuheksanam 
) Nijalaksanam. 
Tarakopamacharu DipaChaydantare Gata 
| Chintare. 
DhiraManasa Pirnachandra 
Samanamachyuta Manama 
Dvarakopama Raupyapitha krtalayam 
Harimalayam | 181 | 
RaupyaPitha krtalayasya Haréh Priyam 
Duritapriyam. 
Tatpadarchaka Vadirajaé Yatiritam Guna- 
puritam. 
Gopyamastakamethaduchhamude Mama 
Stviha Nirmama. 
Prapya Saukhya Phalaya Tatra 
Sukomalam Hrta Dhimalam | 191 | 


Note : This Stotra is specially reproduced 
so that one can recite every day. Its lilting 
alliteration is simply pleasing to the ear. 


w= OSS 


GLOSSARY 


Advaita Monism, propounded by Shri 
Shankaracharya 


Anupraésa Alliteration in prosody, 
where certain letters are 
repeated intermittently. 


Apariksa God vision 
Araidhana Annual celebration of 


Pontiffs. 
Astaka An eight-verse composition 
Ashvattha A holy fig tree [Ficus 
Religiosa Li] 
Bhiksa Offerings to Pontiffs 
BhaviSamira Future incarnation of 
Vayudéva 


Chaturmdsa Four months ina year during 
which, Pontiffs are supposed 
to remain in one place. In 
actual practice it is now 
reduced to 6-8 weeks. 


Darshan Physical viewing of God or 
Saint 

Jayapatra When two religious Scholars 
argue and if one fails to 
respond satisfactorily, he is 
required to admit his defeat 
in writing. 

Kavi-vastra Saffron cloth worn by 
Svamijis. 


Kirtana 


Mantraksata 
Matha 


Méla 


Mrttika 
Naivédya 


Paduka 


Sadhaka 
Séva 


Tirtha 
Trikalajnani 


Upanayanam 
Vrndavana 


Yogasiddhi 


Yuga 


A kind of devotional 
composition, set to music. 


Sanctified rice-grain. 
A sanctuary of a deseased 
Svamiji. It is used also in the 


sense of temples. (e.g. Krsna 
Matha) 


Congregation; sometimes for 
religious purposes. 
Sanctified clay. 

Food offering to God or 
Svamijis 

Footwear, made of wood - 
used by Svamijis 

Seeker of God’s grace. 


Ablutions etc. seeking God’s 
or Svajiji’s favour. 
Sanctified holy water 


One who can perceive the 
past, present and the future. 


Thread ceremony 
Sacred burial site of 
Sanyasin. 


Supernatural powers 
achieved through Yoga. 


Four Yugas : Krta, Treta, 
Dvapara and Kaliyuga. Yuga 
in general means period. 
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SHRI VADIRAJA AT HAVANUR 
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SHRI VADIRAJA 
MRTTIKA - VRNDAVANA 
Havanur 581 133 (Dist. Haveri) 


This Mrttika Vrndavana came into 
being 130 years ago and it is one of the 
ancient mathas of our Svamiji. The 
Galagali family in Havanur has been doing 
Puja, Aradhana etc. 

Among its various activities, it has 
taken up publications. They are: 

KANNADA 
1. Haridasaru Hogalida... 

Shri Vadirajaru. 

2. Haridasaru Stutisida 

Shri Satyabodharu. (of Savantr) 

3. Sdde Mathada Shri Vishvéndrara 

‘Kirtana Manjari’. 

4. Haridasaru Stutisida Mantralaya 

Mathada Yativarényaru. 

ENGLISH 
5. Shri Vadiraja Tirtha - A biography 
‘Tirtha Prabandha’ - A brief survey 


(under Print) 


‘Pere are good many 
biographies in Kannada on Shri 
Vadiraja Tirtha of Sode Matha, 
(1480-1600 A.D.) And there are quite 
a large number of devotees of our 
Svamiji outside Karnataka and even 
Abroad. 


This book is meant for such 
readers. Although it is brief, it 
contains all the essential features of 
Shri Vadiraja. One can also get an 
idea of his varied works both in 
Sanskrit and Kannada. 


For thousands, his name has 
come to occupy a place of 
spontaneous affection, and spiritual 
veneration. This is because he is 
believed to be very much Adame in ., 





